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Dear Governor Minner and the Public Service Commission and those involved in this historical decision concerning 
coal and sustainable power sources: 
  
When I try to teach my children to think before they act, I use a funny phrase that I hope sticks with them in those 
crucial moments when they are making an important decision, or simply needing to think through a problem. I tell 
them, "Put your brain on!" A simple reminder that seems to be needed in this case. 
  
A cost analysis comparing sustainable power sources versus traditional fossil fuel/coal means CAN NOT be done in 
the old school way which NEGLECTS health care and environmental costs!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! You are completely 
missing the point in how you are structuring your regulations. AND there are serious concerns about your plan to 
have the cost of paying for the carbon emissions down the road will be passed on to the citizens.  
  
  
Do you think the costs of a lawsuit from the citizens of Millsboro and Dagsboro need to be factored into your 
equation? Is that the only dollar sense you will listen to? Or can you start to understand that the asthma, cancer and 
other health care costs that are KNOWN and DOCUMENTED to be caused by the coal burning are for sure part of 
the overall costs of doing energy business in this way? 
  
  
Please do put your brains on, and may I add, "keep your heart open". Because closing the discussion down by 
refusing to acknowledge the broad effects of costs to health and health care expenses is just plain unacceptable.  
  
Put into your regulations the facts: that the health care costs must be included when the cost comparisons are done. 
Put into your cost analysis the deaths and the disease health care costs- cardiovascular disease, cancer and asthma- 
even a small percentage of these costs if you must qualify it. But the health care costs can no longer be EXCLUDED 
from your cost analysis. You need to step up to the plate and protect the health of your citizens!!!!!! 
  
  
If the people need to move into a court setting to get you to understand this, don’t doubt for a minute that we can’t 
document harm done to people’s health. If you have your hearts open and your brains on, you will be running to 
establish clean power and wind sustainable technology over any business with the dirty, disease ridden, high cost of 
coal.  
The only cheap thing about coal is how it kills people- so it is cheap and dirty and unethical in this day and age.   
The shame of continuing to do business and ignoring the health costs in your cost analysis is also cheapening the 
importance of the people you are obligated to protect. 
  
When you face your public health protection duties, and stop being so blatantly controlled by power executives, the 
people may have a fighting chance to know you can see the whole picture. Include people in your equations, and 
you WILL BE SURE TO SEE how coal is much to high a cost to pay for our population. 
  
  
If you need a quick course in the economics of environmental protection issues, please go to www.earth-policy.org 
and read any of their information or Lester Brown’s work. He makes the argument entirely clear as to why the 
health and environmental cost factors of our industrial behaviors MUST be included into cost analyses. 
  
I beg your mercy for the sake of the people’s health whom you ignore, 
Kim Furtado, N.D 
Naturopathic Doctor 
Millsboro DE 
 

http://www.earth-policy.org/

